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About the Manual

The Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands, Inc. (SCPW) with its CLEAR Partners composed
of Unilever Philippines (ULP) and the Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA) embarked on a Youth
Ecological Camp (YEC) in 2003 to provide an experiential learning venue for lake conservation for
High School students in the Laguna de Bay lakeshore towns. The first YEC was held in Tanay and to
this day, 17 Camps have been conducted in 16 municipalities with more than 400 students directly
benefitting from the 3-day course. To date, there are more than a hundred school- and community-based
wetland conservation projects being implemented in the 92 High Schools that participated in these YECs
in the Laguna de Bay Region. Three other camps were conducted using the same curriculum that centred
on an ecosystem-based approach to wetland conservation in Lake Buhi, Agusan Marsh Wildlife
Sanctuary and Naujan Lake.

In 2013, the United Nations World Food Program (UN-WFP) as part of its umbrella program
on “Disaster Preparedness and Response Programme” (Building Resilience Against Disasters and Climate
Change), recognized the merits of the Eco-Camp as a vehicle for teaching High School students about
disaster risk reduction and preparedness and its link to the integrity of ecosystems, particularly wetlands.
It should be noted that more often than not, wetlands are areas where disasters can occur frequently
particularly when people are vulnerable and exposed to or are located in wetlands places like coastal
areas, along rivers and lakes, and in floodplains. The SCPW believes that long-term programs for disaster
preparedness should include taking care of our natural environment particularly wetlands because these
specific ecosystems provide a natural hedge to climate change impacts. Among the ecosystem services
provided by wetlands are water storage to prevent flooding, physical barriers against wave action such
as mangroves, and provision of food and livelihood. Recognising the interlinkages and taking
advantage of the Youth Ecological Camp as a platform for engaging the Youth on Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management (DRRM) and preparedness, the UN-WFP and the SCPW worked together to develop
a curriculum that would deliver this message to the Youth. Thus, from a straightforward conservation
curriculum, the YEC was transformed into a learning adventure that provides a seamless integration of
ecosystem concepts and disaster risk reduction and preparedness.

About The Manual Page iii of viii
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A Training of Trainers (ToT) for conducting the Eco-Camp using the new curriculum was held for
ten High School teachers from three municipalities in Laguna namely Mabitac, Rizal and Pila. It was
held back-to-back with an actual Eco-Camp that served as their practicum. The curriculum was further
improved based on the experiences in these Camps and was again used for the second set of Eco-
Camps in Mataasnakahoy, Balete and Tingloy in Batangas Province. So far, the results of the Eco-
Camps have been outstanding just like initial Eco-Camps using the original curriculum. These results are
also supported by the sustained implementation of school-based projects by the participating High
Schools. With the curriculum and methods proven to be successful in conveying messages to the Youth,
it is hightime that the activity be upscaled especially in highly vulnerable wetland areas. However, it
will be very costly to conduct ToTs even just in priority wetland areas that are vulnerable to disasters.
This Manual was therefore produced to provide a guide to people and organizations who would like to
conduct a Youth Ecological Camp specifically designed for High School Students.

How to Use the Manual

This Manual has been designed as a guidebook in implementing a Youth Ecological Camp. It covers
a wide range of activities for teaching High School students understand the inter-linkages between
ecosystems integrity, disaster preparedness, and disasters risk reduction and management. It is
envisioned to:

= Provide an overview of ecological concepts, fundamentals of Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management and Climate Change, and ecosystem-based adaptation;

» Provide a step-by-step instruction on the methods and processes in conducting a YEC;

= Allow the Eco-Campers and facilitators to learn from experience and further enrich the
curriculum.

This Manua/is divided into three parts:

Part 1. The Youth Ecological Camp Design
Part 2: Preparing for the Youth Eco-Camp
Part 3: Useful Tips and Bright Ideas in Conducting a Successful Youth Ecological Camp

Page iv of viii How to Use the Manual
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Part 1 includes the five (5) Modules that cover the substantial content of the Eco-Camp. These are:

= Module 1: The Seven Environmental Principles

=  Module 2: Environmental Profile of the City or Municipality

= Module 3: Ecological Solid Waste Management

= Module 4: Wetlands and Water: The Connection Among Wetlands, Water Security and

Disaster Preparedness

= Module 5: Fundamentals of Disaster Risk Reduction and Management and Climate Change

Each Module in this Manual consists of three
parts: the design, a PowerPoint presentation for
trainers and a corresponding handout for the
students.

Part 2 discusses implementation aspects
including coordination with schools and the
Local Government Units, selection of venue and
handling of logistical arrangements, selection
of speakers and facilitators, and fund
management, among others.

Part 3 provides details on the actual conduct of
the YEC and gives important tips and insights
on time management, keeping the attention of

the Eco-Campers, and conflict or issues resolution. It also discusses monitoring and evaluation and post-

Camp activities.

This Manual is only intended as a guide, and does not attempt to be prescriptive and final. It is
envisioned that it will help in reaching out to the Youth who should be embraced as partners in ecosystem

conservation and in disaster preparedness.

How to Use the Manual Page v of viii
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Part 1. The Youth Ecological Camp Design

Overview

The Youth Ecological Camp is a 3-day, live-in curriculum that incorporates concepts on environmental
protection and natural resources conservation in relation to disaster risk preparedness and climate change
adaptation and mitigation in the local context of a municipality. The curriculum is designed for High
School students, preferably those in 8th or 9th Grade in areas where wetlands are prominent features
of a locality. It employs experiential learning methods and approaches such as knowledge-sharing
sessions, field exposure visits, role playing, workshops, action planning, games and other activities that
make it interactive and full of fun. Learning does not end at the actual Camp but is in fact practised
through the implementation of school-based activities that the Eco-Campers craft during planning sessions.
Moreover, the Eco-Campers get actual training in presentation and resource mobilization skills.  This
curriculum has been tested as an effective tool for increasing the awareness of the youth on wetland
conservation for the past ten years, and lately, on disaster risk reduction, disaster preparedness,
ecosystem-based adaptation, and other climate change-related issues. It has empowered the youth to
become an important community actor in wetland conservation and disaster risk reduction, management
and preparedness.

This Manual presents two options for conducting a Youth Ecological Camp based on two themes:

= Theme 1 presents the original curriculum that focuses on wetland conservation;

= Theme 2 presents the enhanced curriculum that integrates environmental conservation and
ecosystems-based adaptation including disaster preparedness and climate change adaptation
and mitigation.

The objectives of the Youth Ecological Camp vary based on the theme.
For the conservation-oriented curriculum, the objectives are:

= To learn about the basic ecological principles and how it applies to wetland conservation.

Page 1 of 60 Part 1: The Youth Ecological Camp Design
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= To learn about the environmental status of the wetland, the pressures and problems besetting it
and identify practical solutions that they can implement at their level.

= To appreciate the value of camaraderie and partnerships in working towards wetland
conservation.

In addition to the above objectives, Theme 2 which integrates ecosystem-based adaptation, DRRM and
preparedness and other CCAM aspects aims to:

= Create a venue where the provincial and municipal government can delegate Disaster
Preparedness and Response and Climate Change Adaptation actions to the youth sector and
to other actors at the community-level;

= Involve the local governments, schools or other actors in effectively engaging the youth in
CCAM, DRRM and other initiatives;

» Educate the youth on climate change and how this phenomenon may affect the municipalities
and their wetlands, and how these problems can be mitigated or altogether avoided;

= Empower the youth to take a more active role in disaster risk reduction and preparedness, and
climate change adaptation.

Time Required or Duration
Three Days (Live-in); preferably Wednesday to Friday

Participants or Class Size

The target participants for the Eco-Camp are composed of students from various schools in the selected
municipality or city. They should be high school students, preferably 8th and 9th graders, with good
leadership potential. The preferred number of participants is from twenty-five (25) to thirty-five (35). There
should also be a good mix of male and female participants. One (1) or two (2) high school teachers
that will act as chaperones should also be invited as required by the Department of Education (DepEd).

Part 1: The Youth Ecological Camp Design Page 2 of 60
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Methods or Procedures

The first day of the camp is a learning session where resource persons are invited to provide simple
technical lectures to share knowledge to the Eco-Campers about basic ecological principles, ecological
waste management, and DRRM and CCAM, among others. A local Resource Person from the Local
Government Unit, usually the Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator (MPDC) is also invited
to talk about the environmental profile of the municipality. The Camp includes a field exposure trip on
the second day, and this is where the difference between the two themes lie. For Theme 1, the field
exposure trip entails rapid wetland profiling and assessment employing methods and activities such as
water quality measurements, species identification, and land use observation. For Theme 2, the field
exposure activity is called “Disaster Town Watching” where the Eco-Campers visit their most vulnerable
village and practice the application of concepts such as village mapping for hazards, capacities, risks
and vulnerabilities. This will be the basis for crafting their school-based or community-based projects that
they will eventually implement. On the evening of the second day, a Talents Night is held to make the
Camp a fun experience. The third day is devoted to Action Planning and reporting, and a simple
graduation ceremony attended by the LGUs and school officials. Modules on specific topics are
presented in the succeeding sections of this Manual.

Program
Below are the typical programmes for the Youth Ecological Camp.

Theme 1: Conservation-oriented curriculum

DAY 1

MORNING SESSION

07:30 Arrival at the Eco-Camp venue
Registration
Refreshments
09:00 Opening Program
= Invocation
= National Anthem
=  Welcome Remarks
—  Municipal Mayor
= Opening Remarks
— Main Organizer
= Messages
—  Partners and Sponsors
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10:00
10:30
11:00
11:30

12:00

01:30
01:45

02:15

02:45

03:00
03:15

03:45
04:15
04:45
05:30
07:00
08:00
10:00

Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual
Photo Opportunity

What the Eco-Camp is All About and Expectations Setting

Team Building — Getting to Know You (Human Bingo)

LECTURE 1: The Seven Environmental Principles (Resource Person)

LECTURE 2: Environmental Profile of the Municipality (Municipal Planning and Development
Coordinator)

Lunch and Check-In

AFTERNOON SESSION

AVP on Conserving Our Wetlands

LECTURE 3: The State of the Local Wetland (MPDC, LGU or Representative from the local Department
of Environment and Natural Resources)

GROUP ACTIVITY: Ako, ang Aking Kapaligiran at ang Aking Komunidad - Interrelationship of
Human Activities with the Quality of the Environment (Facilitator)

Facilitated Discussion or Workshop: The Role of the Youth in Wetland Conservation and Disaster
Risk Reduction, Management and Preparedness

Break

LECTURE 4: Ecological Waste Management (Resource Person)

LECTURE 5: Wetlands and Water (Resource Person)
LECTURE 6: Climate Change 101 (Resource Person)
Briefing for Field Exposure (Training Team)

Free Time

Dinner

Bonding Session

Lights Out

Theme 1: Conservation-oriented curriculum

DAY 2

06:00
07:00
08:00

12:00

MORNING SESSION

Rise and Shine
Breakfast
Field Exercise:
= Field Observation
=  Water Quality Monitoring Demonstration
(Facilitators and Resource Person)

Lunch
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AFTERNOON SESSION
1.00 Processing of Field Data and Discussion of Field Results (Facilitator and Resource Person)
03:00 Snacks

Presentation of Field Results (Facilitator and Resource Person)
4:00 Prepare for Talents’ Night
06:00 Dinner
07:00 Talents Night
10:00 Lights Out
DAY 3
MORNING SESSION

07:00 Rise and Shine
07:30 Breakfast
08:00 Visioning/Action Planning Workshop
10:00 Break
10:30 Presentation of Action Planning Workshop Outputs
12:00 Lunch

AFTERNOON SESSION
01:00 Presentation of Action Planning Workshop Outputs (continued from morning session)
03:00 Closing Program

Adoption and turn-over of Project Plans and Commitments
Closing Remarks
Awarding of Special Awards and Group Prizes
Awarding of Certificates and Tokens
Commitment Setting

04:00 Homeward Bound

Theme 2 Ecosystem-Based Adaptation and Disaster Preparedness and Response

Day 1

MORNING SESSION
8:00 Arrival at the Campsite
Registration
9:00 - 10:00 Opening Ceremonies
- Invocation
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- National Anthem
- Welcome Remarks
Municipal Mayor
- Opening Remarks
Society for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands, Inc.
- Messages
Partners and Sponsors (UN-WFP; Department of Education, etc.)
Group Photo / AM Snacks

10:00 Team Building — Getting to Know You (Human Bingo) (Facilitator)
10:15 What the Eco-Camp is All About and Expectations Setting (Organizer/Facilitator)
10:30 LECTURE 1: Basic Profile and DRRM Programs of the Municipality including Profile of the
Local Wetland (MPDC or MDRRMO)
11:00 L ECTURE 2: The Seven Environmental Principles (Resource Person)
12:00 Lunch / Check-in
AFTERNOON SESSION
1:00 AVP — Conserving Our Wetlands
1:30 GROUP ACTIVITY: Ako, ang Aking Kapaligiran at ang Aking Komunidad —

interrelationship
between human activities with the quality of the environment (Facilitator)

2:00 LECTURE 3: Climate Change 101 (Resource Person)

2:30 LECTURE 4: Fundamentals of Disaster Risk Reduction and Management, Chapters 1 and
2 (Resource Person)

3:00 PM Break

3:30 LECTURE 4 (Cont.): Fundamentals of Disaster Risk Reduction and Management, Chapters
3 and 4 (Resource Person)

5:30 Free Time

7:00 Dinner

8:00 Bonding Session

10:00 Lights Out

Theme 2 Ecosystems-Based Adaptation and Disaster Preparedness and Response

Day 2
MORNING SESSION
6:00 Rise and Shine
7:30 Breakfast
8:00 Start of Session

Recap of Day 1
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Introduction to Disaster Town Watching and Orientation for the Field Visit and DRRM
Activity (Resource Person; Eco-Camp Team)

8:30 Field Trip
-  Field Observation and DRRM Activity: Disaster Town Watching

11:30 Travel Back to Campsite
12:00 Lunch

AFTERNOON SESSION
1:30 Processing of Data
4:30 Freshen-up and Prepare for Talents’ Night
7:00 Dinner
8:00 Talents Night
11:00 Lights Out
Day 3

MORNING SESSION
7:00 Rise and Shine
8:00 Breakfast
9:00 Processing, Analysis and Presentation of Day 2 Data
11:30 Visioning/Action Planning Workshop (Facilitator)
12:30 Lunch

AFTERNOON SESSION
1:30 Visioning/Action Planning Workshop (cont.)
2:30 Presentation of Outputs/Sharing of Experiences
4:00 Closing Program

Turn-over of Action Plans and Commitments:
Awarding of Certificates and Tokens
Commitment Setting
Awarding of Special Awards and Group Prizes
Closing Remarks

5:30 Homeward Bound

Feedback, Follow-Up and Sustainability

Feedback forms are accomplished by the Eco-Campers as well as the Resource Persons and Camp Staff
at the beginning and conclusion of the Camp. Two weeks after the Camp, the Eco-Campers should
conduct a School Assembly or Community Meeting to present their Action Plan and to solicit the support
of the schools, parents and the local government. The Action Plan will then be implemented and it is
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envisioned that the learnings of the Eco-Campers will be cascaded to other students and institutionalized
by having an existing school organization (ie Science Club, Supreme Student Council) adopt the activities
to ensure sustainability.

-ﬁ ;
=
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Module 1: The Seven Environmental Principles

1.

Introduction

Among the Youth today are our future leaders who will chart the direction of the country’s
development. Thus, there is an urgent need to equip them with values, knowledge and practices
that will enable them to be that Leader who will shape the future. Issues that the Youth can get
involved in are in the field of environmental protection, natural resources conservation, and disaster
risk reduction and preparedness. Understanding the underlying causes of environmental problems
that we face today will lead to appreciation and hopefully, action from the Youth to take part in
helping solve these problems. This Module discusses basic environmental principles and issues,
threats to the various types of ecosystems particularly wetlands, and most importantly the role of Youth
in environmental protection and disaster risk reduction and preparedness.

Learning Objectives

= To know, understand and appreciate the current state of the country’s environment including
threats and issues and major initiatives of the Government.

= To learn about basic environmental principles.

= To have an idea of the activities that the Youth can implement to help in the overall effort of
environmental protection and disaster risk reduction and preparedness.

Mode of Delivery:

This Module may be taught through lectures and supplemented with an Audio-Visual Presentation
(AVP) on wetlands and an activity that will allow the participants to appreciate the concepts being
taught. There will also be a short facilitated discussion or if preferred, a workshop on the role of the
Youth in conservation and disaster risk reduction, management and preparedness. Eco-Campers are
provided with handouts after the lecture.

Total Training Time Required

Total training time is 1.5 hours to be conducted in two sessions. It will consist of a 30-minute lecture,
a 7-minute AVP and 7-minute reflection and discussion of the AVP, a 30-minute activity called “Ako,
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ang Aking Kapaligiran at ang Aking Komunidad” or the “Inter-relationship of Human Activities with
the Quality of the Environment”, and a 15-minute facilitated discussion or workshop. This activity
precedes and acts as introduction to Module 3 on Ecological Waste Management.

Participants/Pre-requisites

Ideally, the number of participants in YEC’s could be between 25-35 High School Students in their
8M.9" Grades. It is recommended that the Eco-Campers should have already taken basic subjects
in Earth and Life Sciences (Biology).

Materials and Equipment

LCD Projector, Projector Screen, Sound System, Laptop computer, crayons, scissors, paste, light blue
construction paper, short bond paper (number depends on the number of Eco-Campers)

References

There are several websites that discuss this topic (see links below). These are summarized in the
handout that is given to the Eco-Campers.

Course Content
a) The State of Philippine Wetlands
1) Wetlands Defined; Functions; Ecological Services
2) lssues, Threats
b) The Seven Environmental Principles
1) Everything is connected to everything else.
) All forms of life are important (thus, the need for biodiversity)
) Everything must go somewhere (thus, too much can cause pollution)
)
)
)

A WN

Ours is a finite earth (thus, the need for conservation)
Nature knows best (thus, the need for ecological technology)
Nature is beautiful and we are stewards of God’s creation
7) Everything changes.
c) The Interrelationship of Human Activities with the Quality of the Environment
d) Role of the Youth in wetland conservation and in disaster risk reduction, management and
preparedness

o O
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9. Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module
Topic Process Performer
Introduction to the Session Facilitator

Introduction of the Resource  Facilitator
Person

Introduction to the Module Resource Person

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module
Topic Process Performer

1. The State of Philippine Resource Person
Environment (Wetlands)

2. The Seven Resource Person
Environmental Principles

3. The Inter-relationship of Resource Person;
Human Activities with Facilitator; Camp
the Quality of the Masters

Environment

4. Role of the Youth in Resource Person;
wetland conservation Facilitator
and in disaster risk
reduction, management
and preparedness
(Identify activities that
the Youth can get
involved in)
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Method/Procedure

Welcome the participants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
highlighting their credentials, capability and
authority in handling the lecture.

Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
its objectives, and the relevance of the
lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

Method/Procedure
Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation

Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
Eco-Campers are encouraged to give
examples per principle

See Activity Design in Annex B.

Facilitated discussion/workshop
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Handout from Miriam College.
11. Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A
12. PowerPoint Presentation

See enclosed CD

Kilos Kapataan Para sa Lawa
CLEAR Ecological Camp

Organized by
.~ Conservatinn o

Photography crediis:'SCPWV; Inc.
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Module 2: Environmental Profile of the City/Municipality

1. Introduction

The selected site for the Youth Ecological Camp is usually a city or municipality that is within or close
to a wetland. These could be areas that are adjacent to lakes, rivers, marshes, marine coastal areas
or small island municipalities. Since the curriculum emphasizes the connection between ecosystems
and ecosystem services provided by wetlands (including being a hedge against the impacts of
climate change, a presentation on the profile of the municipality must be made to the Eco-Campers.
When there is a major wetland in the area, ie a Ramsar site, it is recommended that a separate
lecture on the said wetland be included in the curriculum.

2. Learning Obijectives
» To learn about the environmental profile of the municipality or city, including the major
wetlands in the area.
= To know about the initiatives of the LGU related to conservation and DRRM, preparedness and
response;
*= To have an idea of the activities that the Youth can implement to help in the overall effort of
conservation, DRR, preparedness and response.

3. Mode of Delivery:

This Module may be taught through lectures supplemented with maps and photos of the LGU’s
related activities.

4. Total Training Time Required

Total training time is 30 minutes of lecture supplemented with the actual site visit to a wetland or
to the most vulnerable Barangay in the municipality or city during the field exposure visit.

5. Participants/Pre-requisites

Ideally, the number of participants in YEC’s could be between 25-35 High School Students in
their 8"-9" Grades.
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Materials and Equipment
LCD Projector, Projector Screen, Sound System, Laptop computer, Maps
References

The CLUP and the Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction Management Plan, when available, are
good references for this lecture. The Resource Person may also check with the Biodiversity
Management Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (BMB-DENR) if they
have data on their major wetland, when applicable.

Course Content

a) Short history, area and population of the municipality or City

b) Natural Resources available

c) Issues and threats

d) LGU initiatives relevant to resources conservation, environmental protection, CCAM, and
DRRM, preparedness and response.

Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module

Topic Process Performer Method/Procedure
Introduction to the Session Facilitator Welcome the patrticipants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduction of the Resource  Facilitator Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
Person highlighting their credentials, capability and

authority in handling the lecture.

Introduction to the Module Resource Person Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
its objectives, and the relevance of the
lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Performer Method/Procedure
1. Short history, area and Resource Person  PowerPoint presentation;
population
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9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Performer
2. Resources available Resource Person
3. lIssues and threats Resource Person;

4. LGU initiatives relevantto  Resource Person;
resources conservation, Facilitator
environmental protection,

CCAM, and DRRM,
preparedness and
response.

10. Bibliography

Method/Procedure

PowerPoint presentation; show how
resources are used in the area and how it
benefits the community; encourage Eco-
Campers to participate; if there is a major
wetland in the area, emphasize the benefits
derived from it.

PowerPoint presentation; illustrations and
examples; encourage Eco-Campers to
participate and share their experiences
Show photos of LGU in action and mention
activities where the Youth can participate.

Use your local library and government units to get site specific information and data.

11. Lecture Notes/Handouts

The handout follows the content of the presentation. The LGU may want to distribute brochures,
pampbhlets and other knowledge products that will help increase the awareness of the Eco-

Campers about their municipality or city.

12. PowerPoint Presentation

To be prepared by Resource Person from the LGU following the Course Content
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Module 3: Ecological Solid Waste Management in the Community

1. Introduction

Unmanaged solid waste has become one of the urgent problems in urban areas that demands the
commitment and cooperation of every citizen in a community. Dumping of wastes indiscriminately
endangers the health of communities, particularly of those living in adjacent dumpsites and those
using water bodies for various purposes. The basic principles of solid waste management are
taught in schools and to some extent has influenced communities to manage their waste. However,
a concerted effort for improved solid waste management needs to be facilitated by champions,
which could either be groups or individuals. The Youth Ecological Camps offers another venue for
the Youth to actually take action and become champions in their own communities. The YECs also
provides examples of various activities that they can implement within their homes. Moreover, it links
the youth to the Local Government programs on solid waste, thus gaining support for their activities.
This Module highlights the basic principles of ecological waste management and puts forward
activities that the Youth can implement given their capacities and using resources that are available
to them.

2. Learning Obijectives
» To review the basic principles of ecological waste management;
= To learn about current efforts to manage community waste in the municipality;
= To learn new and innovative activities in managing solid waste in homes, schools and
communities.

3. Mode of Delivery:

This Module may be taught through lectures and sharing sessions with other Eco-Campers who have
implemented solid waste management activities in their homes, schools or communities. Actual
observation of how the community manages its waste will also be part of the field exercise called
“Disaster Town Watching”. Handouts are given as part of the YEC Kkit.

4. Total Training Time Required

Total training time is one hour to be conducted in two sessions. It will consist of a 30-minute lecture
that can be combined with a sharing session and 30-minutes for field observation during the “Disaster
Town Waitching” activity. On the last day of the Eco-Camp, a planning session is held where Eco-
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Campers plan activities that will help address the various issues they have identified, including solid
waste management.

5. Participants and Pre-requisites

Ideally, the number of participants in YEC’s should be between 25-35 High School Students in their
8"-9" Grades. Itis assumed that these High School students have already received some instructions
on basic community waste management principles such as the “reduce, reuse, and recycle”.

6. Materials and Equipment
LCD Projector, Projector Screen, Sound System, Laptop computer, field work gear and materials

7. References
= Relevant excerpts from Republic Act 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000)
= Primer on Sachet Recovery Project (SRP)
= There are several websites that discuss this topic (see bibliography). These are summarized in
the handout that is given to the participants.

8. Course Content
a) Ecological Waste Management in Communities
1) Solid waste defined; types of solid wastes
2) Facts and Figures on solid waste management at the national and local levels
b) Impacts of Unmanaged Solid Wastes
1) Health Impacts of unmanaged solid wastes on the community
2) Impacts on unmanaged solid wastes on the environment (flooding, pollution, etc.)
c) Innovative activities to help manage solid wastes in homes, schools and communities
1) Sachet Recovery Project (SRP)
2) Wetland Clean-up with Information Campaign
3) Composting and Home/School Gardens
d) Field observation of solid waste management in the community and crafting of activity to help
manage solid waste.
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9. Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module
Topic

Introduction to the Session

Introduction of the Resource
Person

Introduction to the Module

Process
Performer
Facilitator

Facilitator

Resource
Person

Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual

Method/Procedure

Welcome the participants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
highlighting their credentials, capability and
authority in handling the lecture.

Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
its objectives, and the relevance of the
lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss and implement the contents of the Module

Topic

1. Ecological Solid Waste
Management in Communities

2. Impacts of Unmanaged
Solid Waste

3. Innovative activities to help
manage solid wastes in homes,
schools and communities

4. How the community (homes,
schools, village) manage their
waste and what the Youth can
do to help.

Process
Performer
Resource
Person

Resource
Person

Resource
Person;
Facilitator;
former Youth
Eco-Campers
or Teacher-
Coordinators
Resource
Person;
Facilitator

Method/Procedure

Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation

Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
Eco-Campers are encouraged to give
examples based on what they observe at
home, in school and in the community
Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
illustrations and examples, ie SRP, wetland
clean-up with IEC, composting and home
gardens

Field observation of solid waste
management in the community during field
work (Disaster Town Watching” and
crafting of activity to help manage SW
during planning session.
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11. Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A
12. PowerPoint Presentation

See enclosed CD
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Module 4: Wetlands and Water: The Link Among Wetlands, Water Security
and Disaster Preparedness

1. Introduction

Wetlands are areas where water covers soil either all or part of the time. They provide many
ecosystem services that benefit humans and nature alike. Wetlands protect and improve water
quality, provide habitat for fish and wildlife, retain floodwaters and maintain surface water flow
during dry spells. Water is a resource that is critical to society’s socio-economic and environmental
activities (Ramsar, 2013). Wetlands are the primary resource from which humans derive water and
they are a major and critical component of the water cycle that ensures water supply. It is essential
that people recognize that the water resource requirements of society are delivered by and through
wetlands. Thus, it is important to raise people’s awareness of the inter-dependence between water
and wetlands and understand that without wetlands, there will be no water.

Conserving wetlands, therefore translates directly to water security and contributes to community
resilience and preparedness during disasters.
2. Learning Objectives:
At the end of the course, the participants will:
= Learn about the definition and types of wetlands, their importance and functions;

» Understand and appreciate the connection among wetlands, water security and disaster
preparedness from the global and local context;

= Acquire simple skills on how to characterize wetlands;
= Plan and implement simple projects or activities that will contribute to community resilience
particularly in relation to water security and disaster preparedness.

3. Total Session Time:

Total session time will be 1.5 hours to be conducted in 3 sessions for an Ecosystem-based adaptation
and Disaster Preparedness Camp. For a regular wetland conservation curriculum, the Field Exercise
will be substituted with water quality monitoring activity for inland wetlands or a transect walk or
similar activity for coastal wetlands. The field work will be implemented on Day 2 of the Eco-Camp.
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4. Mode of delivery
Lectures, workshops, demonstrations and field exercises

5. Participants/Prerequisites/Class Size:
Participants should meet the following qualifications:

= Should belong to Grade 8 or 9 in any public or private High School,

» The ideal number of participants should not be more than 35;

= Preferably, there should be a balance between male and female participants as well as the
number of those coming from private and public High Schools.

= |t will be helpful if the participants have some background in basic High School biology and
chemistry.

6. Materials and Equipment:

Laptop, LCD projector, Secchi Disc, pH paper or pH meter (optional), DO meter (optional) (see
other materials and equipment needed in the Activity Designs)

7. References:
Handout

8. Course Content
a) Definition and types of wetlands, their importance and functions
1) The Ramsar Convention’s definition of “Wetlands”
2) Status and Prospects of selected wetlands in the Philippines (Ramsar Sites or
Wetlands of International Importance, other local wetlands)
3) Importance and functions of wetlands
i. provisioning services
ii. regulating services
ili. supporting services
iv. cultural services
4) Threats to wetlands
5) Some initiatives to conserve and manage wetlands
i. Ramsar Convention
ii. National Wetlands Action Plan for the Philippines (2011-2016)

Page 21 of 60 Module 04: Wetlands and Water



Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual

b) The link between wetlands, water security and disaster preparedness
c) Profile of a major wetland in the locality (optional, only for major wetlands)
1) Background and History
2) Importance (Geological Value, Ecological Value, Economic Value)
3) Prominent Species in the wetland (Fishes, Invertebrates, Phytoplankton,
Zooplankton)
4) Issues and problems
5) Initiatives to conserve wetlands
d) What you can do to help conserve wetlands and enhance community resiliency

9. Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
Introduction to the Session Facilitator Welcome the participants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduction of the Resource Facilitator Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
Person highlighting their credentials, capability and
authority in handling the lecture.
Introduction to the Module Resource Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
Person its objectives, and the relevance of the

lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
1. Definition and types of Resource Film Showing (10 mins)

wetlands, their importance and  Person
functions; threats; initiatives to
conserve wetlands

- Lecture (see PowerPoint presentation (20
mins)
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9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process
Performer
2. Discovery Session: Resource
Wetlands in the Municipality, Person;
their status and functions Facilitator
3. Alternative Field Exercise: Resource

Water Quality Monitoring/ZUse  Person;
of Secchi Disc or transect walk
for coastal wetlands

10. Bibliography

Method/Procedure

Based on the definition of wetlands, the
Facilitator asks the Eco-Campers to describe
wetlands in their Barangay, if any.

See Activity Design in Annex B.

“Wetlands Take Care of Water”, a leaflet for World Wetlands Day 2013 (Ramsar Convention)
http://www.waterfootprint.org/?page=files/YourWaterFootprint

11. Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A

12. PowerPoint Presentation
See enclosed CD
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1. Introduction

Wetlands provide a variety of services ranging from provisioning (i.e. water, food,
biodiversity, and hydroelectricity), supporting services (i.e. soil formation, nutrient cycling),
regulating services (i.e. regulation of floods and drought), and cultural services (i.e. recreation,
spiritual, education).

Coastal wetlands also give other benefits in the form of products that can be exploited for
human use. The range is enormous: fruit, fish, shellfish, crocodile and other meats, timber for
building, rice, fuelwood, fodder for animals, etc. Exploitation is carried out in all levels -
subsistence level, cottage industry, and the larger commercial scale - in all parts of the world.

Additionally, wetlands also help on lessening the effects and impacts of disasters and climate
change through ensuring food security, serving as natural infrastructure, becoming a source of
livelihood, and enabling habitat for biodiversity.

This Module is only applicable in areas where there are coastal wetlands.

2. Learning Obijectives

= To know the different types of coastal and marine wetlands, their status, issues and
problems confronting them;

= The role of coastal and marine wetlands in Climate Change mitigation and adaptation,
and in disaster risk reduction, management and preparedness

» To learn about coastal and marine resources management concepts;

»= To learn about activities that the Youth can implement to conserve coastal and marine
resources to enhance ecosystems resilience.

3. Mode of Delivery:

This Module may be taught through lectures field observation. Handouts will be given as part
of the YEC kit.
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4. Total Training Time Required

Total training time will be 2.0 hours to be conducted in three sessions. It will consist of a 30-
minute lecture and one-hour field observation. During the last day of the Eco-Camp, there will
be a 30-minute planning session where Campers plan activities that will help address the
various issues confronting coastal wetlands in their locality.

5. Participants/Pre-requisites
Ideally, the number of participants in YEC’s could be between 25-35 High School Students in
their 879" Grades. It is assumed that these High School students have already received some
instructions in Biology.

6. Materials and Equipment

LCD Projector, Projector Screen, Sound System, Laptop computer, field work gears and
materials (transect line, field notebooks, pencils or ball pens, camera)

7. References
A handout will be given to the participants.

8. Course Content
e) Overview on Coastal Wetland Ecosystems
3) Corals Reefs
Mangroves
Seagrass Beds
Lagoons and Estuaries
Beaches and foreshore areas

N

o gL

\l

f)  The Role of Coastal Wetlands Roles in Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
1) Food Security
) Natural Infrastructure
) Source of Livelihood
) Habitat for biodiversity

A WN

g) Introduction to Coastal Resource Management
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1) Importance
2) Participatory Activities
i) Status of Coastal Resources in your Locality
i) Transect Walk
iii) Workshop and group discussion on human impacts/problems in the coastal
zone

9. Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
Introduction to the Session Facilitator Welcome the patrticipants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduction of the Resource Facilitator Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
Person highlighting his/her credentials, capability
and authority in handling the lecture.
Introduction to the Module Resource Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
Person its objectives, and the relevance of the

lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure

Performer
1. Overview of coastal Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation
wetlands ecosystems Person
2. Facts and figures, issues Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
and problems of coastal and Person Campers are encouraged to give examples
marine wetlands based on what they observe in their nearby

coastal communities

3. The role of coastal and Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
marine wetlands in Climate Person; illustrations and examples, field observation
Change mitigation and Facilitator;

Module 04A: Marine and Coastal Wetlands Page 26 of 60



Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer

adaptation, and in disaster risk former Youth

reduction, management and Eco-Campers

preparedness. or Teacher-
Coordinators

4. Introduction to coastal Resource

resources management Person;
Facilitator

5. Participatory activities

10. Bibliography

Deguit, E., Smith, R., Jatulan, W., and White, A. (2004). Participatory Coastal Resource
Assessment Traning Guide. Coastal Resource Managent Project of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources. Cebu, City Philippines. Retrieved January 6, 2016
from httpdf://oneocean.org/download/db_files/pcra_training_guide.p

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
of the Department of Agriculture, and Department of Interior and Local Government (
2001). Philippine Coastal Management Guidebook Series No. 1: Coastal

Management Orientation and Overview. Coastal Resource Management Project of the
Deparment of Environment and Natural Resources, Cebu City, Philippines. Retrieved
January 6, 2015 from http://oneocean.org/download/db_files/crmguidebookl.pdf

Wetlands International (2014).Mangroves for coastal resilience. Retrieved January 6, 2015
from http://www.wetlands.org/Whatwedo/Mangrovesforcoastalresilience/
tabid/174/Default.aspx

11. Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A
12. Slide Presentation

See enclosed CD
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Module 5: Fundamentals of Disaster Risk Reduction and Management and
Climate Change

1. Introduction

With the knowledge gained from the previous four modules, the Eco-Campers are now ready to link
them together with issues of Climate Change and Disasters. In this module, the Eco-Campers are
challenged to think of disasters as a function of an anthropogenic ally influences global environmental
change — and to see the scale and scope of disaster risk reduction and management at a local and
global scale. They are then placed in the context of their own community to identify hazards and to
create locally-owned solutions.

2. Learning Obijectives:

= To evaluate and apply the concepts of *hazard’ and ‘vulnerability’ within an ecosystems
context.

= To assess how the interaction of physical and human systems creates and sustains vulnerability
in an ecosystem.

= To evaluate the ecosystem-based approach and disaster management cycle in a local
Philippine context.

= To apply knowledge of disaster risk assessment through the conduct of a Disaster Town
Watching activity.

3. Total Training Time Required:

Total training time will be three hours to be conducted in two sessions. This module includes a
Disaster Town Waiching field exposure activity conducted in a predetermined site for 3-4 hours
depending on the distance of the field exposure site from the Eco-Camp venue.

4. Mode of delivery:
This module will be taught through lectures and readings. Students will be pre-circulated with reading

or other preparatory work for the second session and will be expected to be familiar with this material
for activities and field exposure.
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5. Participants/Prerequisites:

Participant numbers may differ among the cohorts of Eco-Campers year-on-year but all participants
are recommended to have taken the following basic K-12 core curriculum subjects:

= FEarth and Life Science (or Earth Science for those taking STEM Strand)
= Physical Science (Disaster Readiness and Risk Reduction for those taking STEM Strand).

6. Materials and Equipment:

This module requires the following equipment:
= LCD Projector

= Projection Screen

= Mobile public speakerphone

= Digital camera

= Manila paper and A4 sheets of paper

= Ball pens, markers, coloring materials

= Personal protection equipment for fieldwork

7. References:

The module includes the provision of a digest of key information as readings. It will help the
participants to read literature outside of the key references used in this module.

The following are key references for this module:

UNEP-CUAS, 2015. Disasters and Ecosystems. Resilience in a Changing Climate, Cologne: United
Nations Environment Programme and Cologne University of Applied Sciences.

8. Course Content

This module looks at the concepts in Disaster Risk Reduction and Management and Climate Change
within the context of the development experienced in an ecosystem focusing on both physical and
human environments and the interactions between them. Participants are encouraged to consider
how these concepts vary spatially and socially, as well as how they can be used to develop policy
interventions.
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Chapter 1: Disasters and Ecosystems
A. History and Background
a. Geographical Context
b. Social Context
B. Disaster Statistics
a. Global statistics
b. Philippine statistics

Chapter 2: Introduction to disasters, risk reduction, and climate change
A. Concepts and Definitions
a. Ecosystem
Livelihoods
Disaster
Disaster Risk
Hazard
Vulnerability
Capacity / Resilience
Risk

S@ o oo0o

Chapter 3: Linking disasters, climate change, and ecosystems
A. Ecosystem services and Human well-being
B. Provisioning, regulating, supporting, and cultural ecosystem services

Chapter 4: Disaster management, resilience, and ecosystems
A. Ecosystem-based Disaster Risk Reduction and Adaptation Framework
B. Disaster Risk Reduction Management Framework

Chapter 5: Disaster Town Watching
A. Introduction to Disaster Town Watching
B. Fieldwork exposure trip

. Methods/Procedure

Day 1

= Session 1: Chapters 1-2 (1-hour lecture and activity)

= Session 2: Chapters 3-4 (2-hour lecture)

Day 2

» Fieldwork Exposure: Chapter 5 and field exposure trip (3-hour fieldwork)
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9.1 Introduction to the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
Introduction to the Session Facilitator Welcome the patrticipants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduction of the Resource Facilitator Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
Person highlighting their credentials, capability and
authority in handling the lecture.
Introduction to the Module Resource Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
Person its objectives, and the relevance of the

lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure

Performer
Chapter 1: A. History and Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
Background; Disaster Statistics  Person Encourage Eco-Campers to contribute to the

discussion based on local experience or
from what they see on television.
Chapter 2: Basic concepts Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
and definitions related to Person exercises
disasters, risk reduction, and
climate change.

Chapter 3: Linking disasters, Resource Interactive lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
climate change and Person illustrations and examples

ecosystems

Chapter 4: Disaster Resource Straight lecture; PowerPoint presentation;
management, resilience, and  Person exercises

ecosystems

9.3 Disaster Town Watching

Topic Process Procedure

Performer
Chapter 5: Introduction to Resource Straight lecture; PowerPoint presentation
Disaster Town Watching Person

Page 31 of 60 Module 05: DRRM and Climate Change



Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual
9.3 Disaster Town Watching

Topic Process Procedure
Performer
Field Exposure Trip Resource See Activity Design (Annex B)
Person;
Facilitators;
Camp
Masters;
Camp Aides
Data Processing Facilitator; See Activity Design (Annex B)
Resource
Person
Reporting Facilitator; See Activity Design (Annex B)
Resource
Person
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11.Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A

12.PowerPoint Presentation
See enclosed CD
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Module 5A: Climate Change 101

1. Introduction

Climate Change 101 is a stand-alone Module for Theme 1 and an introductory lecture for Theme 2
of the YEC curriculum. 1t is intended to provide the basic concepts about Climate Change for Theme
1 and background and context for the ecosystems-based adaptation focus of Theme 2.

2. Learning Obijectives
= To know what climate change is and what causes it.
= To learn about the consequences of climate change.
= To have an idea of the activities that the Youth can implement to help in the overall effort of
climate change mitigation and adaptation.
3. Mode of Delivery:

This Module may be taught through lectures supplemented with an Audio-Visual Presentation on
Climate Change. A list of videos available on YouTube is provided for reference.

4. Total Training Time Required
Total training time will be one hour to be conducted in one session.
5. Participants/Pre-requisites

Ideally, the number of participants in YEC’s could be between 25-35 High School Students in their
8".9" Grades. It is recommended that the Eco-Campers should have already taken basic subjects
in Earth and Life Sciences (Biology).

6. Materials and Equipment
LCD Projector, Projector Screen, Sound System, Laptop computer
7. References

There are several websites that discuss this topic (see links below). These are summarized in the
handout that will be given to the Eco-Campers.
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8. Course Content
h) Climate Change (CC) defined.
i)  What causes Climate Change?
i) What are the consequences of Climate Change?
k)  What young people can do to (a) cope with the impacts of CC, and (b) mitigate the
impacts of CC.

9. Methods/Procedures

9.1 Introduction to the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
Introduction to the Session Facilitator Welcome the participants to the session
and gives an overview of the Module
Introduction of the Resource Facilitator Introduce the Resource Person for this topic
Person highlighting their credentials, capability and
authority in handling the lecture.
Introduction to the Module Resource Outline the overall coverage of the Module,
Person its objectives, and the relevance of the

lecture to the Eco-Campers as actors in
conservation and DRRM, CCAM and
disaster preparedness.

9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
1. Definition of Climate Resource PowerPoint presentation
Change Person
2. What causes Climate Resource PowerPoint presentation; Eco-Campers are
Change? Person encouraged to give examples of the causes
of Climate Change.
3. What are the Resource PowerPoint presentation; illustrations and
conseguences of Climate Person; examples
Change?
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9.2 Discuss the content of the Module

Topic Process Method/Procedure
Performer
4. What young people can Resource Facilitated discussion/workshop
do to (a) cope with the Person;
impacts of Climate Change Facilitator

and, (b) help mitigate the
impacts of Climate Change.

10. Bibliography

Adapted from www.climatecrisis.net and
http:/ /earthethicsinstitute.org/
facultycurriculum_pdf/Fundora_EAP_
ClimateChangeHandout. pdf

11. Lecture Notes/Handouts
See Annex A ey iy A A 7zt
12. PowerPoint Presentation

See enclosed CD

Photography credits: SCPW.
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Part 2: Preparing for the Youth Eco-Camp

Introduction

A successful Youth Ecological Camp (YEC) is largely attributed to adequate preparation and careful
attention to details. This part of the Manual discusses the various steps and activities that should be taken
to ensure a successful YEC. It also provides insights and advice in cases where bottlenecks are

encountered in the preparation process.

The YEC Project Team

A Project Team that will plan and implement
the YEC should be organized early on (at
least two months before the scheduled YEC)
as part of the preparation process. It does
not have to be large team but should
include a Team Lleader or Project
Coordinator, a Project Officer and a Project
Assistant. Other human resources needed
could be sourced from existing staff in the
organization or through volunteers. The
main task of this team is to organize and

Photography credits: SCPW, Inc.

implement the YEC. They could also take on additional roles during the conduct of the YEC WhICh are
over and above their regular tasks, i.e. Resource Person for a topic or Camp Master.

The Project Coordinator is tasked to oversee the preparation and conduct of the YEC. They are also
responsible for making the initial contacts with possible partners including the Local Government Unit
(LGU) and the Resource Persons. The Project Officer is responsible for liaising with partners and
procuring the venue, food, accommodation, supplies and other materials necessary for the smooth and
successful conduct of the YEC. The Project Assistant provides support in all these activities while the

Part 2: Preparing for the Youth Eco-Camp Page 36 of 60



Youth Eco-Camp Training Manual

volunteers can be assigned specific tasks. The usual practice is to involve the existing Administrative and
Finance Officer in the organization to be part of the project to administer fund disbursements.

Another set of people is actually responsible for the conduct of the YEC itself which could also include
some or all of the members of the preparation team. Their specific tasks are described below:

= The Project Coordinator oversees the conduct of the YEC.

= The Camp Masters are responsible for ensuring that the Camp is going according to plan and that
the Eco-Campers are participating in the activities actively. They are also responsible for decision-
making during the conduct of the YEC.

= The Camp Aides assist in the actual implementation of the activities during the Camp. They make
sure the equipment, supplies and materials and meeting rooms are ready before the sessions start.
They also coordinate logistical preparations including vehicles during the Camp. They make sure
the meals are served ontime. The camp aides can be divided into committees focusing on different
duties and responsibilities: Welcome and registration, logistics and physical arrangements, program
and communication, food and venue, documentation and evaluation, and publicity and awards.

» The Facilitators are responsible for the smooth conduct of the sessions during YEC. They closely
work and communicate with the participants especially during the field exposure trip and action
planning-workshop.

= The Resource Persons of the YEC are selected based on the expertise on the topics on wetlands
conservation, Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM), Climate Change, and
environmental principles. The MDDRMO or the MPDO is also invited to talk about the environmental
profile of the municipality, information about wetlands in the locality and their experience on disasters
and in reducing and managing them. It is also important to invite officials from the Municipality/ City
to give messages or remarks in the opening of the eco-camp

ilos Kabataan Fat

CLEAR Yout

Selection of the Site

The objectives of the YEC are the main principles that guide
the selection of sites for the event. The selection of
municipalities/cities for the Eco-Camp is decided on by the
management of SCPW and its partners. Since the SCPW is
mainly concerned with wetlands and its wise use and
conservation, municipalities or cities located near wetlands,
exert influence on wetlands or are influenced by wetlands are

avqanized by:

amservation of Laguna & s Enviranment and Resources

priority. Photography. credﬁé;- sC
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In the case of Theme 1 where the curriculum focuses on wetland conservation, priority areas are Laguna
de Bay and other major or critical inland wetlands in the country such as Naujan Lake and Agusan
Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary. For Theme 2, priority sites would be cities or municipalities that are vulnerable
to disasters and other effects of Climate Change.

The user of this Manual can be guided by the SCPW criteria in selecting a site for the Eco-Camp to
optimize the effectiveness of the curriculum.

Contacting the LGU

Once the site (municipality or city) has been selected, exploratory talks with the Local Government Unit
(LGU) has to be done to determine whether they are interested in co-organizing a YEC. It is best to
contact the Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator (MPDC) (for Theme 1) or the Municipal
Disaster Risk Reduction Management Officer (MDRRMO) (for Theme 2) and brief him or her about the
activity. If the person is receptive, a letter to the Municipal Mayor inviting the LGU to co-organize the
activity will be sent. The letter should include supporting documents such as the Concept Note or Activity
Design and indicate what is expected from the LGU (See Annex C for a sample letter). At this stage, a
follow-up call is helpful to ask whether the
Mayor has endorsed the proposed activity.
If the decision is to proceed with the activity,
ask for a point person whom the project
team can coordinate with. Usually, this is
either the MPDC or the MDRRMO. It is
recommended that a project team member
go for a site visit and meet with the LGU
designated point person and the local High
Schools to decide on the date and venue of
the YEC. During the ocular visit, the
organizer may request for the LGU to
provide vehicles in transporting the Eco-
Campers from their Schools to the venue and
- during the Field Exposure Trip. The support
N 02y credisE—C. of the LGU in coordinating the activity with
the schools will be very valuable.
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Choosing the Date and the Venue

Ideally, the YEC should be conducted later in the week, from Wednesday to Friday. This is to give time
for the Eco-Campers to rest after the 3-day activity. The decision to set the date has to be consulted with
the High Schools in the locality. What usually happens is that after the Mayor approves the activity, he
writes to the Principals in the city or municipal High Schools about the activity. If time permits, the Project
Officer may pay a courtesy call to the Principal to introduce the activity. Dates to avoid are examination
periods and when the schools have already scheduled major events that the students have to attend such
as Science Fairs and the like. Once the date has been confirmed, the next step is to choose the venue.

The organizers should ask the LGU for recommendations on possible venues for the Camp and assist the
team during ocular visits. In choosing the venue, it is important to consider the following aspects: (1)
accessibility; (2) availability of dorm-type facilities; (3) availability of a function room that can comfortably
accommodate the Eco-Campers and the Training Team; and (4) availability of sound system. The
availability of a function hall that can comfortably accommodate the number of the participants is also
important to check.

Checklist in Selecting a Venue

Yes \[o]
1. Accessibility Can be reached by land vehicle or boat
2. Facilities
= Dorm-type facility Multiple beds in a room for accommodation
=  Function Room Can accommodate participants and training
team comfortably
= Sound System Functional sound system
= Projector Screen Functional; if none, a blank white wall facing
the participants will do
= Tables Registration, for projector, for Eco-Campers
=  Chairs Should be adequate for participants, training
team and guests
= Dining Area Clean, well-ventilated, enough tables and
chairs
3. Security and Safety The venue has adequate security especially at

night. Make sure you get information on
emergency exits and other safety measures.
4. Meals Inquire whether they serve meals, if not, if
outside caterers can be tapped to provide
~ meals. Ask for referrals.
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It is prudent to check-out at least three alternative venues since funding agencies usually require a canvass.
Possible venues may also be searched on the Internet or through recommendations of trusted individuals.
Once a shortlist is made, contact the venue and request for a quotation with the details of the event. It
does not always mean that the venue is best just because it is the cheapest. Always make sure that the
venue will serve your requirements. Most importantly, the Project Officer should do an ocular visit of the
possible venues. The venue should already be decided one a month before the event.

Selection of Eco-Campers

Once the venue and the date of the YEC are confirmed, invitation letters should be prepared addressed
to the High School Principals. The invitation could either come from the organizers or the LGU. The
advantage of having the LGU issue the invitation letter is that it builds ownership of the activity. All High
Schools in the city or municipality, whether public- or privately-operated should be invited to nominate
Eco-Campers. The number of participants per school vary depending on the number of High Schools.
The usual number of participants is 35, and this should be evenly distributed among the High Schools.
There should be also a good gender balance among the Eco-Campers. The criteria for selection of Eco-
Campers are the following: (a) preferably a student in Grade 8 or 9, and (b) with good leadership
potential. Nominations should be received at least two weeks before the Camp so that the organizers
are guided as to the rooming assignments, size of t-shirts, among others.

Waiver forms are required before allowing any youth { [ P——
to participate in the Eco-Camp because the consent of
the parents is needed for minors. Participants who fail
to submit the waiver will not be permitted to join the
Eco-Camp particularly in the field exposure trip. The
YEC should strictly follow the “No Waiver, No Eco-
Camp” policy to ensure the safety of everybody. It is
also important to incorporate the health condition of the
nominated Eco-Campers in the profile and waiver
forms.
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It is recommended that letters are sent to the Department
of Education offices, either to the Division Office or the
Office of the Superintendent to inform them of the
activity and solicit their support. In Laguna, a letter
informing the Division Office is a must so this practice
was also implemented by SCPW in Batangas. In the
letter to the Division Office, a request for Teacher-
Chaperone from any of the invited schools is made to
be compliant with the requirement of the Department of
Education in conducting out-of-school activities. Sample
letters are in Annex C.

¥ credits: SCPW, Inc.

Inviting Resource Speakers and Facilitators

Aside from the LGU and schools, Resource Persons for the camp who will speak on various topics and
oversee exercises should be sent their respective invitations as soon as the date and venue are finalized.
Each letter is sent with supporting documents as applicable such as the Activity Design and Brochure,
and Provisional Program. Availability of the Resource Persons and Facilitators should be confirmed at
least a week before the event. Sample letters are in Annex C.

Meals and Accommodation

The participants will be billeted at a selected venue for three days and two nights. Dorm-type
accommodation is recommended to foster camaraderie among the Eco-Campers. It is important that
when accommodations are in separate buildings, at least one teacher-chaperone i